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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to analyze the conceptdalsfe messagepg$eudangelip and
messengerpSeudangelgsin ancient Greece based mainly on the researcBidny Lewis in
News and Society in the Greek Palied Everett L. WheelerStratagem and the Vocabulary

of Military Trickery. The paper deals also with the mythical conceptickery (métig in the
context of Aristotelian ethics. After a short exaus on false messages and messengers at the
beginning of World War I, recent research on tleisty of disinformation by Thomas
Froehlich is briefly addressed in the conclusion.

1. Mythical Prélude

The muses, daughters of Zeus, warn Hesiod andhiggherds about the ambiguity of their
songs with the following words:

Shepherds of the wilderness, wretched things ahshanere bellies,

we know how to speak many false thingsgudéa pollpas though they were true
(etymoisin homoia

but we know, when we will, to utter true thingdethéa gerusasthpi

Topéveg dypavot, kak' EAEyyEa, YOOTEPEG OOV,
idpev yebdeo modha Aéyey ETHOIoLY OpOla,
idpev &', evt’ é0éAmpev, aAnbéa ynpocacHat.

(Hesiod 1914, v. 26-28)

Leaving Helikon:

Thence they arise and go abroad by night, veilddiak mist,
and utter their song with lovely voicégsan),

praising Zeus the aegis-holder, and queenly Hera

of Argos who walks on golden sandals

&vBev amopvdpeval, KEKOALUUEVOL NEPL TOAAR,
Evvhyon otelyov mepikairéa dooay igioat,
vuvedoor Ala T aiyioyov kol mdétviay “Hpnv
Apyeinv, ypuoéotot mediloic EuPePaviav,

(Hesiod 1914, v. 9-11)
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Muse, perhaps Clio, the muse of history, readisgrall
(Attic red-figure lekythos, Boeaotia, c. 430 BC)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muses

Ossa also calledPheme is the goddess of fame and gossip, L&®&ma Ovid calls her the

"tattling Rumor" fama loquaX who is "swollen out of truth from small beginnirng a
wicked lie" (veris addere fal9a(Ovidius 1922, IX, 137-139). Ovidius describes heuse as
follows:

There is a spot convenient in the center of thddyor
between the land and sea and the wide heavens,
the meeting of the threefold universe.

From there is seen all things that anywhere

exist, although in distant regions far;

and there all sounds of earth and space are heard.
Fame is possessor of this chosen place,

and has her habitation in a tower,

which aids her view from that exalted highs.

Orbe locus medio est inter terrasque fretumque
caelestesque plagas, triplicis confinia mundi,
unde quod est usquam, quamvis regionibus absit,
Inspicitur, penetratque cavas vox omnis ad aures.
Fama tenet summaque domum sibi legit in arce,
innumerosque aditus ac mille foramina tectis
addidit et nullis inclusit limina portis:

nocte dieque patet. Tota est ex aere sonanti,

tota fremit vocesque refert iteratque quod audit.
(Ovidius 1892, XII 39-47)



Johann |Ihelm Baur (67—640): Ovid. Met. XI—BQ
J.W. Baurhttps://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann Wilhelm_ Baur
Ivan Redi: House of Faméttp://ivanredi.com/house-of-fame/fama_baur12/

The myth tells how Theseus after killing the Minatand sailing back to Athens, forgot to
put up the white sails announcing his success fafiger, believing that he was dead, threw
himself off a cliff of Sounion into the sea. Thellbwing analysis of the concepts of
pseudangeliaand pseudangeloss part of a messaging theory or angeletics (CGapand
Holgate 2011). The concepts afngelia, angelos, angellqdmessage, messenger, to
inform/announce) and the compositseudangelia, pseudangelopseudangeleo(false
message, false messenger, misinformation), docwtientancient Greek (Liddell and Scott
1940}, are paradigmatic with regard to the phenomenamofmunication in the Gregdolis.
This analysis might help to better understand thd kf message societies we live in today.

2. News in the Gred®Rolis

In News and Society in the Greek P&@iam Lewis remarks that all areas of social kif¢he
ancient polis were influenced by "the constant pdoa and dissemination of information”

! References in (Capurro 2020a and in (Capurro 1468,9) for the New Testament. In modern Greeknhed
for information isplerophoria



(Lewis 1996, vii). Whether information is understoasnewsdepends on the background
knowledge of the receiver and on the credibilitylegd messenger. This is common to ancient
and modern societies but the challenge Lewis deititsis "to indicate the ways in which the
ancient Greek concept and exploitation of newsdkidl from twentieth-century conceptions."
(Lewis 1996, 3). She quotes a paradigmatic stdd/lg Xenophon in thélellenicaabout a
certain Herodes of Syracuse who in the year 396sB{yjng in Phoenicia, observes war-ships
being built:

After this a Syracusan named Herodas, being in itbi@ewith a certain shipowner,
and seeing Phoenician war-ships—some of them gailifrom other places, others
lying there fully manned, and yet others still makiready for sea—and hearing,
besides, that there were to be three hundred of,tembarked on the first boat that
sailed to Greece and reportexéngeilgto the Lacedaemonians that the King and
Tissaphernes were preparing this expedition; buthehit was bound he said he did
not know.

peta 6& tavta Hpddag tic Xupaxodciog év Dowvikn @OV HeTd VOVKANPOL TVOC,
Kol idov Tpipelg Powvicoags, Tag UEV KaTaTAeoVGag dAL0OEY,

TAG 0¢ Kol aToD TEMANPOUEVAS, TAG O Kol £Tt KaTacokeLALOUEVAG,
TPooaKoHGoS 0¢ Kol ToDTo, OTL TpraKociog avTag déot yevéaOar,

EmPag €mi 10 mpdTOV Avarydpevov mhoiov €ig v EALGOa EEnyyelie

T01¢ Aakedatpoviolg ¢ paciiéng kail TiosapEépvong

TOV 6TOAOV TODTOV TaPpacKELALOPEVMV: IOl OE 0VOEV Epn €ldéval.
(Xenophon, 1968 3, 4, 1)

What was the impact of the news brought to Spartddrodas? Xenophon writes:

Now while the Lacedaemonians were in a state ohtgexcitement, and were
gathering together their allies and taking courjbeluleuoméngnas to what they
should do, Lysander, thinking that the Greeks wdaddfar superior on the sea, and
reflecting that the land force which went up coyntiith Cyrus had returned safely,
persuaded Agesilaus to promise, in case the Lanemtdans would give him thirty
Spartans, two thousand emancipated Helots, andhttngent of six thousand of the
allies, to make an expedition to Asia. Such weeertiotives which actuated Lysander,
but, in addition, he wanted to make the expeditiath Agesilaus on his own account
also, in order that with the aid of Agesilaus hglmire-establish the decarchies which
had been set up by him in the cities, but had losenthrown through the ephors, who
had issued a proclamatiopdréngeilan restoring to the cities their ancient form of
government.

AVETTEPOUEVOV 08 TOV AKESUUOVIOV KOl TOVG GUUUAYOVG

oLVOYOVI®V Kol BOVAEVOUEVDV Ti YPT) TOLETY,

Avoavopoc vouilmv kol @ vouTik® moly meptécectat Tovg “EAANvag

Kol t0 eCov Aoylopuevog o éombn o peta Kopov avapav,

neifel 1OV Aynoiloov YmooTivat, v a0Td ML TPLAKOVTE UEV ZIapTIUTMV,
€ig d1oyIMoVg 08 TAV VEOSOUMOMV,

elg E€akioyiliong 6¢ 10 cvvVTayHa TOV CLUUAXWOV, oTpatedecha gig v Aciav.
POG O TOHTM TM AOYIGU® Kol aTOG cuveEeldelv avtd EBovAETO,

Omwg tag dekapyiag T kataoTadeicoc VL' Ekelvov v Taig TOAECLY,



EKTEMTOKVING O 010 TOVS EPOPOVG, O TOS TATPIOVG TOALTEING AP YYEIAALY,
TAAY KOTOOTHGELE HET AYNGIALOV.
(Xenophon 1968, 3,4.2)

Lewis remarks that this important information wasught by an unofficial messenger the
quickest way possible. The messenger was consi@detretworthy source. The Spartans had
not an own information network although but it laysible to believe that the messenger did
not come to Sparta by chance. Xenophon does notisaether Herodas was sent to Phoenicia
by the Spartans.
"What is news?" asks Lewis (Lewis 1996, 3). Hemaersis that although "there is no Greek
word for news as such" (Lewis 1996, 4) the conaapt be related to a special kind of
information concerning a new and relevant evemt clbsest Greek word beiaggella
Ta kaing new things, okainoi logoi new stories, are reported, but the primary word
is aggellg | report, and its cognates. To bring news isriagoa message or report,
and the advent of news is described impersond@ggeilen it was reported. An
aggelmais both news and a message —<clearly the actpafrtiag is what creates
news. (Lewis 1996, 4)
According to Lewis there was no clear distincti@ivizeen truth and falsity in ancient Greek.
She writes:
phéme common report, is not intrinsically less trusttiagr than logos (story) or
epistolé (message); the distinction is one of source. A smanger, someone who
makes up news, is in Greelkagopoios a fabricator of stories. This word also denotes
a poet, but this is less surprising when placedaireek context. There is no
correlation between history and truth as opposqubairy and fiction; on the contrary
the Homeric poems, for instance, were treated Isyohcal writers as legitimate
history. The tales of poets and dramatists, equalgre drawn from myth, and hence
true, as opposed to invented storieslogopoios then, is not necessarily a liar; as
Demosthenes makes clear in his condemnation ofmengers, it is because they are
able to be plausible and authoritative that theysardangerous. (Lewis 1996, 4-5)
Lewis refers to Demosthenes (Lewis 1996, 80) whehaFirst Philippic writes about the
“circulating” (periechomethp of "invented stories" I¢gous plattontes on supposed
negotiations between Philip and the Spartans serttihself, Demosthenes, to the Persian
King Artaxerxes:

Some of us spread the rumor that Philip is negogawith the Lacedaemonians for
the overthrow of Thebes and the dissolution offtbe states, others that he has sent
an embassy to the Great King, others that he iedieg towns in lllyria; in short,
each of us circulates his own piece of fiction.
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NUGV &’ oi pgv mepuodvteg peta Aakedopoviov oot @ilmmov tpdrtey v OnPaiov
KatdAvcy kol tag ToAteiog domay,

016" &g mpéaPelg mémoppev dg factiéa, ol d” &v TAAvploig morelg teryilety,

o1 6& AOyovg TAATTOVTEG EKAOTOG TTEPLEPYOLEDQ.

(Demosthenes 1903, 4, 48)

But, in fact, this is what he, Demosthenes, thiakeut Philip, in contrast to the stories
disseminated by the "stupid rumor-mongerahdetotatoi logopoiountgsthat help Philip
based on their pretended knowledge:

Truly, men of Athens, | do think that Philip is diu with the magnitude of his
achievements and dreams of further triumphs, wh&ted by his success, he finds
that there is none to bar his way; but | cannot domoment believe that he is
deliberately acting in such a way that all the $oal Athens know what he is going to
do next. For of all fools the rumor-mongers arewioest.

gy®d & otlpon pév, @ dvdpec Adnvaiot, vi) Todg Beovg Ekeivov pediey 16 peyédel tdv T
EMPAYUEVOV Kol TTOAANL TOLODT OVELPOTOAETY €V T1] YVOUT,

™V T Epnuioy T®V KOALGOVI®V 0pOVTO KOl TOIC TETPAYUEVOLS EMNPUEVOV,

0¥ pévtor pa Al obte ye mpoapeichot TpdTTely HGTE TOVS AVONTOTATOVS TV TTap M
Uiv gidévar Ti uéALEL TOETY £KEIVOG: AvonTOTATOL YAP EIGLV 01 AOYOTOLODVTEC.
(Demosthenes 1903, 4, 49)

What should be done? Demosthenes tells the Athemiainto give credit to such rumors and
"idle words" (ogon mataiof and to follow reasortgn nour):

But if, putting rumors aside, we recognize thastman is our enemy, who has for
years been robbing and insulting us, that whereseeonce hoped to find help we have
found hindrance, that the future lies in our owmds and if we refuse to fight now
in Thrace, we shall perhaps be forced to fight ldreaome—if, | say, we recognize
these facts, then we shall have done with idle wairtt shall come to a right decision.
Our business is not to speculate on what the fuhag bring forth, but to be certain
that it will bring disaster, unless you face thet$aand consent to do your duty.

AL AV ApéEVTEG TODT EKETV EI0DUEY,

Ot &x0p0Og GvBpwmoc Kal Ta UETEP” NUAG ATOoTEPET Kol Ypdvov Tolvy DPpike,
Kol dravd’ oo moOmoT NATIGOUEY Tva TPaEey VTEP UMV Kab™ Nudv ebpntat,
Kol 10 Aowd €v adToic UiV €oti, KOV ur| viv é0EAmpev €kel TOAEUETV aVT®,
&vad” iomg avaykacOnooueda todTo moteiv, av tadt €iddLEY,

Kol T 0€ovt’ éo0ped’ €yvakdteg kol AOYov pataiov dmniiaypévor:

0V yap drta ot Eoton OET OKOTELY, AAL™ OTL adAw, GV U TPOGEYNTE TOV VOOV
Kod 0 TpocTKovTa TolElY 206ANTE, £V £idévar.

(Demosthenes 1903, 4, 50)

What were the criteria for evaluating whether tlegvs and the messenger were trustworthy?
Lewis points to the following ones: 1) identity édentials), 2) class (status), 3) autopsy (eye-
witness), 4) motive (financial gain, official hedal Thepolis had several possible responses
with regard to the credibility of messages and @egsrs:
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There were thus several ways to test the credsnbiaa messenger. An individual
known to the polis, or who could make himself knowas more likely to be believed
than a stranger; some attempt was made by Greekspol integrate such unknown
messengers into the structure of the polis. A nalMewealthy individual was
considered more credible than a poor or low stahes and an eye-witness was more
convincing than a messenger with a second-handuatcBroof of disinterested or
benevolent motive, as opposed to a purely mercemayalso raised the credibility of
a messenger. A range of responses to adventitewus an the part of the state existed.
Broadly, three reactions were possible — to rejbpet news as untrue, to make
attempts to verify it, or to accept if as true axd on it. By far the most common
reaction to an adventitious messenger was to seekef information, sometimes
keeping the original informant as a hostage. Bui it was not often that a situation
could be treated in this way; news more usuallyessitated a quick response. (Lewis
1996, 93)

According to Lewis the relation between public grdvate as well as of news and gossip

"flowed ceaselessly in the ancient polis.” (Lewd®9@, 9). This was particularly the case with

regard to women:
The image of women as over-talkative, and as gessip harmful sense, is present in
Greek literature from the poetry of the seventhtwsnto the rhetoric of the fourth.
[...] Clearly women's gossip could be used to geffelct in exposing areas of private
behaviour to public view. [...] The function of @is is imposing a common moral
standard on the community is well-documented Th¢ female role was thus a dual
one: as wives and daughters they had a duty toeptepotentially harmful
information leaving the oikos; as neighbours anlioe citizens they needed to
circulate information about others in order to ie@ocollective moral standards.”
(Lewis 1996, 11-12).

Lewis refers to the ambivalent conceppbEmé She writes:
Phémérepresented more than simply rumour for the Gregksas a personification
which had been current since the time of Hesiodl, @according to Aischines, the
personification of Rumour had an altar in Athertsislinteresting that the Greeks
chose to see Rumour as something divine, ratherrthandane, information which is
passed on by quasi-supernatural means, ratherfribranperson to perso®hémeé in
the time of Homer, meant a divine of ominous utteea and developed from this to

mean 'reputation’ or ‘report’. Hesiod charactenesnéas divine because it cannot be



stopped by human means once abroad, emphasisiaglfitgenerating nature. [...] It
was good to find out about others, but bad to reabaut yourself and your family.
The role of women in his as disseminators of nemds gossip is thus either valuable
or harmful, depending on one's standpoint. But euthgossip it would have been
impossible to establish reputations.” (Lewis 195905.13)
According to Lewis, the Agora with all kinds of gfeowas the main place where information
was circulated (Lewis 1996, 14-15). But individtralvels were no less important with regard
to economic, military or religious information (Lesv1996, 25-50). Official announcements
were done by herald«é&ruX as different from unofficial news coming from tktoryteller
(logopoiog (Lewis 1996, 96, 100-101) The AssembdkKlésia was the place where official
and unofficial news were dealt with. The Counbib|{l§ took decisions about keeping some
matters secret in order "to prevent informatiorchiéag the enemy.” (Lewis 1996, 116)
Herodotus describes with admiration the Persiaormétion network that builds a contrast to
the Greek way of sharing news. He writes:
While Xerxes did thus, he sent a messengagéléonta to Persia with news of his
present misfortune. Now there is nothing mortalt thecomplishes a course more
swiftly than do these messengeasdélorn), by the Persians' skilful contrivance. It is
said that as many days as there are in the whalegg, so many are the men and
horses that stand along the road, each horse andintlae interval of a day's journey.
These are stopped neither by snow nor rain norrmatlarkness from accomplishing
their appointed course with all speed.
The first rider delivers his charge to the secdhd,second to the third, and thence it
passes on from hand to hand, even as in the Gogek-bearers' race in honor of
Hephaestus. This riding-post is called in Pemsngareion

TaDTA TE Gpo ZEpEng émoiee kol Emepune &g [Iépoag dyyehéovia

TNV TAPEOVGAV GPL GLLPOPTV.

TOVT®V 0& TAV AyyéAmV €6t 0VOEV O Tt BAccov mapayivetal Bvntov £6v:

oVt toiot [Tépomnot EEevpntan TodTo.

Aéyovot yap g 0GEmV By Huepémv 1 1) Tico. 634G,

T0G60VTOL im0t T€ Kol dvopec S1e6TAGL KATA UEPNGINY OSOV

EKAOTNV (TT0G T€ Kol AVIp TETAYUEVOG: TOVG OVTE VIPETOG, OVK OUPpog, ov Kadua,

00 VO& Epyet un| 00 KatavHGoL TOV TPOKEIUEVOV aDT® SPOUOV TNV TOYIGTNV.

0 HEV O TPATOC SPAUDV TOPAOIOOT TA EVIETAAUEVA TQ EVLTEPW, O € dehTEPOG TG TPiT
®: 10 8¢ évBedTeV MO kAT dALOV Kol dALov deEépyetal TopadidOUeEVa, KT TEP EV
"EAAnot 1 Aapmadneopin v 1@ ‘Heaioto émtedéovot. TodTo O dpdpunua TdV innwov
kaAéovot [Tépoar dyyapnrov.

(Herodotus 1921, 8, 98)
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Sourcehttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal Road
ACC BY-S 2.5 https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2623
Cf. R. CapurroApud Arabes

As Lewis remarks such a system belongs for the KSré® tyrannies (Lewis 1996, 62). She

refers to Aristotle who writes in tHeolitics:
in fact the close watch upon all things that usualigender the two emotions of pride
and confidence, and the prevention of the formatdnstudy-circles and other
conferences for debate, and the employment of ewegns that will make people as
much as possible unknown to one anothefor familiarity increases mutual
confidence ; and for the people in the city to be always \&siand to hang about the
palace-gates (for thus there would be least concealment about Wiey are doing,
and they would get into a habit of being humblerfralways acting in a servile
way) ; and all the other similar devices of Persian hadbarian tyranny (for all
have the same efféct; and to try not to be uninformed about any chartte&rances or
actions of any of the subjects, but to have spkesthe women called ‘provocatrices’
(potagogidepat Syracuse and the ‘sharp-eatakoustasthat used to be sent out by
Hiero wherever there was any gathering or confarerifor when men are afraid of
spies of this sort they keep a check on their tesgand if they do speak freely are
less likely not to be found out; and to set men at variance with one another and

cause quarrels between friend and friend and betweepeople and the notables and
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among the rich. And it is a device of tyranny tokendhe subjects poor, so that a
guard may not be kept, and also that the peopleglmisy with their daily affairs may

not have leisure to plot against their ruler.

AL TavTa euAGTTEWY OOV €lwbe Yiyveshar 600, PpoOvVNUa Te Kol TOTIS, Kol UTe G0

AAg ute GAAOVG GLALGYOVG EmTpEmey YiyvesHal GYOAUGTIKOVG,

Ko TévTa ToEly &€ v 8Tt pAoTo

dyvdteg AAM OIS Ecovton Thvieg (1) yop yv@oig miotv molel poddov mpog GAAAOVG

) xai 1O Tovg Emdnuodvrac aiel pavepodg stvor kai Statpifety mepi OVpac

(0Bt yap av fixiota Aavddvoley i TpATTOVGT, Ko PPOVETV dv £0ilotvTo pikpov oiel
dovdevovteg) : xai TdAA Soa Towadta IMepoikd kai BapPopa TupavvIKd £6TL
(méva yap TodTov ddvarar) : kai to pfy AavOdvery mepdcOat doa Tuydver Tig Aym

Vv | TpATTOV TV APYOUEVOVY, GAL EIVOL KATAGKOTOVG,

olov Tepi TupakovGaS ol ToToymyidec Kahovpeval, Kai oDg dTakovotic sEéneuney Té

pwv, émov T1¢ £l cuvovsia kol cuAroyog  (mappnoidlovtai te yap fTToV, PoPovevo

1 TOVG T0100TOVG, K&V Tappnotdlmval, Aavidvovsty fittov) :

Kol TO StaPdAdery AAMAOLG KOl GLYKPOVELY Kol PIAOVG 1AL Kol TOV OT|LLoV TOTG Yvop

101G Kol TOLG TAOVGIOVG EXVTOTG.

Kol TO TEVNTOG TTOLETV TOVG APYOUEVOVG TUPAVVIKOV, OTWG UNTE PLAOKT) TPEENTOL KOl 7T

pOC T® Kk fuépav dvieg Goyolot Aty mBovAEDELY.

(Aristotle 1957, V, 1313 b)
According to Lewis, "the official spreading of nedem city to city for its own sake, was
virtually unknown in Greece." (Lewis 1966, 66). Bailis had its own government and laws.
They interacted with each other in cases of warebgious celebrations, the last ones since
the late fourth century with Philip of Macedon wehe occasion for the dissemination of
official news (Lewis 1996, 73). News circulatedwritten form since end of the fifth century.
Lewis remarks that "the oral and the written reradiinterdependent. The polis, however,
never adapted itself totally to writing and pubtioa, because the ideology of writing was at
odds with its conception of public life." (Lewis 9®, 153). Media revolutions such as
printing and digital technology lead not only to'structural transformation of the public
sphere” (Habermas 1962) but also of the relatidwdxn the public and the private (Capurro

2003, Buchmann 2012).

3. Pseudangelia and Pseudangelos
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In Stratagem and the Vocabulary of Military TrickeBverett Wheeler remarks that the
concepts ofpseudangelosand pseudangeliain the sense of false messenger and false
messages were used particularly in a military eantWheeler 1988, 38-4f).

Pseudangelosn mentioned in Book 15 of the lIliad in the followy context. Hera allows
Poseidon to help the Greeks while she seducestdesleep. As Zeus awakes, he is enraged
by Poseidon's intervention. He, Zeus, tells Heraeiod him Iris, the messenger between the
gods theoisi metangelos (Homer 1920, XV, 144) to Mount Ida in order tonumand
Poseidon as quickly as possible to stop the fightideus warns Iris not to be a false
messengerpseudangelgsand to inform &ngéila) Poseidon everything he, Zeus, has told to
her.

And to Iris first he spoke winged words:
“Up, go, swift Iris; unto the lord Poseidon
bear all these messagesi@eila), don't be a false messenges€udangelgs

“Ipwv 8¢ mpotépny Emea mTEPOEVTO TPOSTLO:
‘Baox’ 101 "Ipt tayeia, [Toceddwvt dvaxtt

névTo Tad dryyeidon, pm 8¢ wevddyyelog etvan.

(Homer 1920, XV, 157-159)

L) 117
wawr. theol TNT

2 For an analysis of the concept of lie from thespective of linguistics and communication scienee s
(Knobloch 2014) and (Schottlaender 1927) with rdgarlie in the ethics of Greco-Roman philosophy.
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Iris, Athenian red-figure lekythos C5th B.C.
Rhode Island School of Design Museum
http://www.theoi.com/Pontios/Iris.html

The other messenger of the gods is Hermes, thegiootof human messengers, travellers,

thieves, merchants, and orators.

Hermes, Athenian red-figure lekythos 5th BC.
Metropolitan Museum of Art
Sourcehttp://www.theoi.com/Olympios/Hermes.html

Any messenger can be a true or a false one. Whesharks:
From Homer the word passed to Athenian comedy effitth century B.C. and
Aristotle cites a play of unknown author and datditked Odysseus the False
Messenger. The function pteudangelosr pseudangelia which first appears in
Xenophon, is basically identical to that peeudoprodosiar pseudoautomolia
dissemination of false information or luring theeery into a trap or false
move. (Wheeler 1988, 40)
In the PoeticsAristotle deals with the different kinds of recagng (@anagnorisi3 a human
being in the context of the representation of a@macOne of them is recognition based on
false inferenceparalogismoi. He writes:
There is also a kind of fictitious discovery whidbpends on a false inference on the
part of the audience, for instance in OdysseusHélse Messengetd Odussei to

pseudangelp he said he would recognize the bow, which asattenof fact he had
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not seen, but to assume that he really would religaself by this means is a false
inference paralogismok

gotv 8¢ T1¢ kod GLVOETT &K Topakoyiopod Tod Bedtpov, olov &v 1 OdVGoEel T6) Yevda
YYEL®: TO PEV Yap TO TOEOV Evteivey, BALov & undéva, meronpévoy HIO ToD TONTOD
Kol Vo0eotc, Kai €1 ye T0 TOE0V 9N Yvdoeshal 6 ovy EmpAKeL: TO & MG O Ekeivov A
Vayvoptodvtog 610 TOVTOL TOUWGOL TOPAAOYIGHOG.

(Aristotle 1966, 1455 a 14-15)

The false inference is based on the presuppositiat the observer believes that he

recognizes someone with a bow as being Odysseus tlifs is not necessarily the case.

Red-figure Skyphos of the Penelope Painter, 450B35
Berlin, Staatliche Museen
https://www.swisseduc.ch/altphilo/antike/realierdaierie/myth/odysseus/od_pages/od_86.htm

We don't know exactly the Aristotelian referencehte play "Odysseus the False Messenger
(Karamanou 2019, 68-69), but we know the contextlmch Aristotle uses related terms in
the Nicomachean Ethicsvhen analyzing the relation between prudengergnesiy and
wisdom 6ophig. Prudence means the capacity of choosing betdigement options related
to happiness eudaimonid while wisdom ¢ophig concerns the knowledge of what is
permanent (Aristotle 1894, 1143 b 20). Aristotlstiiguishes prudence from skidginote$

which is to be praised in case the goals are gubeywise it is just cunningpénourgig. But,
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he adds, while prudence implies cunning the opeasinot the case because good goals can
only be through virtueafeted. Wickedness riochtheria and falsehooddfapseudesthai
distort diastrephe) the judgement of reason (Aristotle 1966, 114338).

Relating prudencepfronesi¥ to skill (deinotey Aristotle takes a critical distance from
Socratic ethics based on reasmg¢9 alone. He refers to the saying that some animae
the capacity of previewingdgnamin pronoetik@nwhich is the reason why "some people go
so far to say that certain species of animals Ipaudence ghronimg" but he does not make
this saying his own (Aristotle 1894, 1141 a 27)e™istinction between living beings without
logos @loga zoig and human beings is in danger of becoming proatenior, as Marcel
Detienne and Jean-Pierre Vernant make clear, humtafligence interferes with animal
intelligence (Detienne and Vernant 1974, 305-3@&judence in connection with skill
(deinote¥ and reasonlggog characterizes human virtuarétd. In this regard, Aristotle
gives conjectural knowledge a positive value (Deteeand Vernant 1974, 306) in contrast to
Plato who devalues knowledge based on probabilith wegard to the ethical value of
temperance spphrosyng (Detienne and Vernant 1974, 304). For Aristotkggacity
(anchinoig implies a certain flexibility of the soul in coast to the quietnestgsuchid of
temperance spphrosyng Socrates relativized the quietness of temperamitie regard to
bodily activities such as writing and reading, mhaythe lyre, boxing, wrestling, and running
(Plato 1974, 150a-160b; Detienne and Vernant 1284:295). Skill einote$ as amoral
cleverness whose goals can be good or bad wasl cadlésin Greek mythology. Originally
an Oceanide, Metis was a daughter of the Titansa@eand Tethys who could change her

appearance (Detienne and Vernant 1974).

A winged goddess depicted under Zeus' throne, plgdgietis.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metis_%28mythology%29
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In the first verse of th®dysseyOdysseus is said to be cunnipgl(tropon
Tell me, O Muse, of the man of many devices, whadeaed full many ways
after he had sacked the sacred citadel of Troy.

Gvopa pot évvene, Lodoa, TOAITPOTOV, 0G LAAO TOAAL
Ay O, €nel Tpoing iepov mtolicbpov Enepoev:
(Homer 2016, 1,1)

Detienne and Vernant point out that Odysseus padisnetisandpolumechangsalways able
to find a means to extricate himself from hopekgsations &poroi). Athena and Hephaistos,
who are bothmétisgods, were his teachers. He was able to makearalk lof crafty devices
(panourgo} (Detienne and Vernant 1974, 25-27). Also, it @il noting, Hermes was called
polumetis(Detienne and Vernant 1974, 266).

Pithos of Mykonos
with the earliest picture of the Troyan Horse (B1@)
https://www.flickr.com/photos/travellingrunes/294126/, CC BY-SA
2.0 https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=08596

15



Odysseus and his men blinding Polyphemus.
Laconian black-figure cup, 565-560 BC.
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odysseus#/media/D&delysseus_Polyphemos Cdm_Paris_190.jpg

According to Detienne and Vernant, Western metaphygarticularly Plato and later on

Christianity, gave the primacy to truth, overshaoigaother kinds of understanding such as

cunning, emphasising the separation between hurmaadsother animals (Detienne and
Vernant 1976, 318).

Pseudangeloandpseudangelidbelong tométisandpanourgiaparticularly in a war context.

Wheeler writes:

If the stratagemic vocabulary could borrow from tlaguage of sophists and
philosophers, such a&®phia, techneandphronesis as well apanourgiafrom the
theater, a term from the arena of sport would retpbculiar, especially since the
language of war and sport often coincide. [...] @é&ater significance, however,
arepseudoglie) and its adjectiveseudegfalse). Certainly lying to the enemy or to
one's own forces can be a stratagem (cf. Xen., Me&15-17), but Greeks much
preferred to usapaterather tharpseudosin fact the two words, as noted earlier, are
closely linked:pseudoss the objective aspect of the subjective procésgpate and

if apatés tone is neutral, much the same appliegseudosandpseudesin archaic
Greek thought the opposite pdeudess notalethes(true) butapseudegnot false,
without deceit), and the antonym aetheia(truth)

is lethe (forgetfulness)Pseudodalls into the same context of deceit and delusion

asdolos, metisandapate none of which precisely corresponds to "lie."ntsaning is
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either "something which seeks to deceive" or "shimgt without fulfillment or
realization." (Wheeler 1988, 38-39)

In theHipparchikos a treatise on the tasks of the cavalry commantarophon writes:
He must also have sufficient ingenuity to make alseompany of horse look large,
and conversely, to make a large one look smalsetem to be absent when present,
and present when abseptfonta men apeinai, aponta de pareijnao know how to
deceive, not merely how to steal the enemy's pesses but also how to conceal his
own force and fall on the enemy unexpectedly.
The means to employ for scaring the enemy are fatsbuscadespéeudenedrgs
false reliefs pseudoboetheiasand false informationp§eudangeligs An enemy's
confidence is greatest when he is told that theero#ide is in difficulties and is
preoccupied.

¥} 62 umyovnTikov givon kai Tod ToAAoVS pév gaivesOat Tovg dAyovg inméag, Ty &
" dAyovg ToVGg TOALOVG, Kol TOD JOKETV TapdVTa HEV AmeTval, Andvta O¢ Tapeival, Kol
TOD pn T4 TOV ToAepiV povov KAErTEW EmicTachal, AAAL Kol TOVC £0vToD ITmEng Ao
KAémtovta €€ dnpocsdoknTov T0i¢ ToAepiong Emttifectan.

POPEiV ye uiv Todg modepiovg Koi yevdevédpag oidv Te kol yevdoPondeiag kai yevdory
yeMoag motodvta. Bapoodot 8¢ palota moAépiot, dtav dvia Toic Evavtiolg TpdyuaTo. K
ai doyoAiog TuvOAvmVTOL.

(Xenophon 1969, 5, 2, 8)

4. Excursus: Fake News at the Beginning of World NWWa

TheUS Department of Navy — Naval Historical Cendescribes the scuttling of the German

cruiserAdmiral Graf Speen December 17, 1939 as follows:
At dawn on 13 December 1939 the German armored doip "pocket
battleship™)Admiral Graf Spege cruising toward South America's Rio de la Plata
(River Plate) in search of enemy merchantmen, sthllistant masts. She had been
operating in the south Atlantic and Indian Ocearstfiree months on a successful
campaign to disrupt allied shipping and tie up iBhitand French Naval forces.
Twenty-three major warships were actively huntiog lier. Now the two sides were
about to meet, for those masts belonged to three itistBr
cruisers Exeter Ajax andAchilles(the latter part of the Royal New Zealand Navy).
Initially thinking these were merchant vessé@dmiral Graf Spes Captain Hans

Langsdorf headed for them, continuing his appraaste their true nature was known.
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British Commodore Henry Harwood, on bo#@jadx, also steamed toward his enemy.
The opposing ships closed rapidly to gunfire rangiéy shooting beginning at just
under 20,000 yards. Harwood divided his force, dazapng Langsdorf's gunnery, but
both sides began hitting earlyxeterwas very seriously damaged by the German's
eleven-inch guns: both of her forward eight-inchn durrets were knocked out, her
bridge crew was largely killed or wounded and firaged amidships. She gamely
remained in action until her remaining turret woualal longer functionAdmiral Graf
Speehad also been repeatedly struckBxetefs shells, and by six-inch projectiles
from the other two cruisers. She laid a smoke scraed turned away, firing
on Ajax andAchilles and disabled two of the former's gun turrets.

An hour and twenty minutes of intense combat wélsvi@d by a long day's pursuit
asAdmiral Graf Sped&eaded for Montevideo, Uruguay, harriedAjsix andAchilles
She arrived just after midnight on 14 December mtliested time to make repairs,
reporting to the Uruguayans that she had beendnitesseventy times. The British
decided to keep the German warship in port as &ngossible so they could bring up
reinforcements. To this end they resorted to dipitien trickery and broadcast
misleading reports that the carrrk Royaland battle cruisédRenownwere nearby.
Captain Langsdorf, with much of his ammunition exgbed and his ship damaged, was
soon persuaded that escape was impossible. Aftesultong with the German
Government, in the early evening of 17 Decembetob& his ship out into the broad
river and blew her up, completely demolishidgmiral Graf Spes after portion and
leaving her a sunken, burned-out wreck.

Her crew went to Argentina where, on the night 8820 December 1939, Captain
Langsdorf took his own life. The Battle of the Rivelate, first of World War II's
many great sea battles, greatly boosted Britisktige and morale, but at considerable
cost. The badly injureBxeter initially thought not worth repairing, was out tife
war for fitteen months. Repairs #axlasted until mid-1940. (Department of the
Navy 2006)
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https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Admiral_Graf Spee

The role of trickery in war is analyzed by Carl vBtausewitz in a chapter on "Messages in

war" ("Nachrichten im Kriege") as follows:

A great part of the informatiorNachrichter obtained in War is contradictory, a still
greater part is false, and by far the greatest isaof a doubtful character. What is
required of an officer is a certain power of disgnation, which only knowledge of
men and things and good judgment can give. Theofguwobability must be his guide.
This is not a trifling difficulty even in respect the first plans, which can be formed
in the chamber outside the real sphere of Warjthsitenormously increased when in
the thick of War itself one reporNpchrichi follows hard upon the heels of another; it
is then fortunate if these reports in contradictgagh other show a certain balance of
probability, and thus themselves call forth a sogutlt is much worse for the
inexperienced when accident does not render himstrivice, but one report supports
another, confirms it, magnifies it, finishes ofetpicture with fresh touches of colour,
until necessity in urgent haste forces from us soltgion which will soon be
discovered to be folly, all those reports havingrbkes, exaggerations, errors, &c. &c.
In a few words, most reportblfchrichter are false, and the timidity=urchtsamkeit

of men acts as a multiplier of lies and untruta(sewitz 2019, Chapter VI)

Ein groRRer Teil der Nachrichten, die man im Kridgg&kommt, ist widersprechend, ein
noch groRerer ist falsch und bei weitem der gr@ier ziemlichen Ungewil3heit
unterworfen. Was man hier vom Offizier fordern kaish ein gewisses Unterscheiden,
was nur Sach- und Menschenkenntnis und Urteil gdtiemen. Das Gesetz des
Wahrscheinlichen muf3 ihn leiten. Diese Schwierigigti nicht unbedeutend bei den
ersten Entwirfen, die man auf dem Zimmer und noaRBern der eigentlichen

Kriegssphare gemacht werden, aber unendlich giéf3ere da, wo im Getimmel des
Krieges selbst eine Nachricht die andere drangt;Glick noch, wenn sie, einander
widersprechend, ein gewisses Gleichgewicht erzeuged die Kritik selbst
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herausfordern. Viel schlimmer fir den Nichtgepriftevenn ihm der Zufall diesen
Dienst nicht erweist, sondern eine Nachricht dides@ unterstitzt, bestatigt, das Bild
mit immer neuen Farben ausmalt, bis die Notwendligkes in fliegender Eile den
Entschlu abgedrangt hat, der — bald als Torhéianet wird, so wie alle jene
Nachrichten, als Liigen, Ubertreibungen, Irrtimew.udlit kurzen Worten: die
meisten Nachrichten sind falsch, und die Furchtgaimder Menschen wird zur neuen
Kraft der Lige und Unwahrheit.

(Clausewitz 1990, 75-76)

Conclusion: The Society of Disinformation

The information scientist Thomas Froehlich has dexriensive research on the society of
disinformation (Froehlich 2019, 2020). Froehlichscd#bes a taxonomy of false messages
which include:

» Lies per se: While in earlier ages, we might exfiestto gain no traction (with
some exceptions, e.g., Bill Clinton’s “I did notveasex with that woman”),
one of Trump’s achievements is to make the lie lanfaak of his leadership
style. [...]

» Ignorance per se: Lacking knowledge or awarenesagluninformed about a
specific subject or fact. Unfortunately, Donald ifqu provides another strong
example: his lack of knowledge of the Constitutgomd how it forms the nature
of our democracy, how government works, the sejmeraif powers, or the
role of the first amendment seems to elude his nstaleding. |[...]

« Disinformation: Supplying misinformation or lies twithe deliberate aim to
mislead. The promoters of such untruths can inclizteign governments,
government agencies, corporations, or political tipgr movements or
candidates. [...]

* Misinformation: Providing information that is ingect or inaccurate. The
difference between misinformation and disinformatis that the former does
not have the intent to deceive. Misinformation ni@yjust a mistake, such as
getting the time of a movie wrong, or a false runsoich as frequently appears
on Facebook [...]

* Missing Information: Omitted information that makes impossible to
understand facts and make decisions. Its absengebmalue to negligence,
incompetence, or the desire to mislead; if it cofnes a desire to mislead, it

is disinformation.
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» Paltering: An attempt to mislead by telling thetlrubut not the whole truth.
[...]

* Doxing: searching for and publishing private orntiiying information about
an individual or group on the Internet, typicalljthvmalicious intent, such as
shaming, extortion, coercion, or harassment. Thaigation is against their
will, and often deliberately distorts the meanirgtlmat private information.
[...]

* Fake news: Another common form of disinformationtype of “yellow
journalism” (news stories with catchy headlines tith little or no factual
basis) that consists of deliberate disinformatiooaxes or fraudulent stories,
spread in traditional media, cable news, or onsioeial media. [...] (Froehlich
2020)

Today's society of disinformation is similar to theuse of thé=ama described by Ovidius
and quoted in the introduction. This is the othaf bf the description:
And she has fixed there numerous avenues,
and openings, a thousand, to her tower
and no gates with closed entrance, for the house
is open, night and day, of sounding brass,
reechoing the tones of every voice.
It must repeat whatever it may hear;
and there's no rest, and silence in no part.
There is no clamor; but the murmuring sound
of subdued voices, such as may arise
from waves of a far sea, which one may hear
who listens at a distance; or the sound
which ends a thunderclap, when Jupiter
has clashed black clouds together. Fickle crowds
are always in that hall, that come and go,
and myriad rumors—false tales mixed with true—
are circulated in confusing words.
Some fill their empty ears with all this talk,
and some spread elsewhere all that's told to them.
The volume of wild fiction grows apace,

and each narrator adds to what he hears.
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Credulity is there and rash Mistake,

and empty Joy, and coward Fear alarmed

by quick Sedition, and soft Whisper—all

of doubtful life. Fame sees what things are done
in heaven and on the sea, and on the earth.

She spies all things in the wide universe.

Nulla quies intus nullaque silentia parte,

nec tamen est clamor, sed parvae murmura vocis,
gualia de pelagi, siquis procul audiat, undis

esse solent, qualemve sonum, cum luppiter atras
increpuit nubes, extrema tonitrua reddunt.

Atria turba tenet: veniunt, leve vulgus, euntque
mixtaque cum veris passim commenta vagantur
milia rumorum confusaque verba volutant.

E quibus hi vacuas inplent sermonibus aures,

hi narrata ferunt alio; mensuraque ficti

crescit, et auditis aliquid novus adicit auctor.

lllic Credulitas, illic temerarius Error

vanaque Laetitia est consternatique Timores
Seditioque recens dubioque auctore Susurri.
Ipsa, quid in caelo rerum pelagoque geratur

et tellure, videt totumque inquirit in orbem.
(Ovidius 1892, 48-63)
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